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large initial outlay for a distant return. Again, " associationists " 
were divided ; energy and capital, which might have given prosperity 
and length of days to Brook Farm, were diverted to the founding of 
new social experiment stations under slightly different conditions. In 
short, "the inevitable mathematics of finance were against them." 

Yet to the workers the end was not failure ; success crowned the 
undertaking, if success be measured in the development of individu- 
ality, in the enrichment of character, and in the Brook Farmers' per- 
sistent and growing faith in the ultimate success of association life and 
doctrines. 

George H. Haynes. 



The Unemployed. By Geoffrey Drage, Secretary to the Labor 

Commission. Pp. xiv, 277. Price, $1.50. London and New York : 

Macmillau & Co., 1894. 

Mr. Drage, by reason of his extensive and prolonged study of in- 
dustrial conditions in all the leading countries of Europe during years 
of residence in each of them, is entitled to speak with some measure 
of authority on the present vital issue of the labor question, the prob- 
lem of the unemployed. Much of the success of the recent Labor 
Commission in collecting the valuable data that fill sixty-six Blue 
Books is due to the enterprise, ingenuity and enthusiasm that Mr. 
Drage displays in all his work. The book before us is a timely one 
for American readers, summing up as it does the results of European 
thought and experience in so far as they have attempted to analyze the 
causes, classify the phenomena and experiment on a solution of the 
problem of the unemployed. It furnishes us a basis for comparison 
with our own recent experiences, and ought to help enlarge our field 
of vision in the study of a question that is not limited to any one 
country or line of economic activity. 

The chief recent sources of information on unemployment are the 
Report of the English Board of Trade Labor Department,* the publi- 
cations of the French Office du Travail^ the publications of our 
National, Massachusetts and Ohio Labor Bureaus,}: and further, as an in- 
direct source of information, numerous pamphlets and reports on the 
labor colonies, labor exchanges, etc., in Germany, France, Holland, 

* "Agencies and Methods for Dealing With the Unemployed." 438 pages, in- 
dexed. London, 1893. 

t Especially "Les placement des employes, ouvriers et domestiques en France: son 
hisloire—son Hat actuel," 734 pages. Paris, 1893. 

I Among these the excellent report of Mr. Wadlin, published as Part I on 
" Unemployment " of the Report of the Massachusetts Bureau for 1893 (separately 
printed, 267 pages. Boston, 1894), contains a good summary of the experience of 
Labor Colonies, etc., with full statistics of Unemployment in Massachusetts. 
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Belgium and Switzerland. In the latter class also belong several of the 
Blue Books of the English Labor Commission. 

Mr. Drage's book assumes a controversial tone toward the first of 
these sources, the English Board of Trade Report, and though his 
criticisms of the method and results of that investigation are in some 
cases valuable, his acrimonious remarks, whenever speaking of this 
report, concern only a small number of English politicians and rather 
detract from the interest of the book for the foreign reader. All that 
is of value bearing on his subject that is scattered through the several 
Blue Books of the Labor Commission Mr. Drage keeps well in mind 
in his discussion, and thus enables us to appreciate these results in a 
much more palatable and accessible form. The classification and 
method of presentation is happy throughout, and nothing that simple 
logical arrangement, good indexes, including marginal notes and in- 
genious diagrams can contribute to make the book serviceable is neg- 
lected. 

An introductory part gives a brief classification of the agencies deal- 
ing with the unemployed, grouping them according to duration of the 
agency, class of persons to be assisted, principle of the agency and 
objects aimed at. The second and bulkiest part describes what has 
been done hitherto to solve the problem of the unemployed, and dis- 
cusses fully the principles involved in the work of the labor bureau, 
labor colonies, trade-unions, friendly societies, registration offices and 
special temporary and permanent agencies. Part three deals with the 
question of determining the number of the unemployed and the causes 
of lack of work. In part four we find a discussion of what can be- 
done in the future to solve the problem of the unemployed, which in- 
cludes a critical discussion of the remedies already tried and those that 
have been suggested. Throughout parts three and four the author's 
discussion is very practical and quite free from the confusion that the 
introduction of vague economic terms has caused in previous contri- 
butions to the subject. The problem of the unemployed is shown to 
be a very complicated one, involving a number of different smaller 
problems, such as the better distribution of the demand for labor, the 
raising of the moral and physical condition of the inefficient, etc. Mr. 
Drage has little to say for the success, or possible success of socialistic 
remedies, and yet he believes the problem of a remedy is not a local 
one entirely, nor one that can be solved satisfactorily by private 
initiative alone. His practical conclusions have reference especially 
to English conditions and are as follows : " Firstly, that the problem 
is national and not local, and that the question cannot wisely be 
treated separately in the metropolis or in any other large {own. 
Secondly, that the question, complicated even within the limits of a 
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particular locality, would be practically unmanageable for the country 
as a whole by any one group of experts, however competent. Thirdly, 
that it is, nevertheless, necessary that the problem as a whole should 
be grasped though not dealt with by 6ne body. No existing agency 
has shown itself capable of doing this. A special group of experts is 
needed, representative of all the different interests involved, and with 
special knowledge of the different aspects of the problem. This body, 
with the aid of a competent staff, should be acquainted with the exact 
extent and nature of the distress at any time in the United Kingdom, 
and with the attempts to deal with the problem both at home and 
abroad. Only thus would it be fully competent to form a correct judg- 
ment of the problem as a whole. Thus equipped, however, it would 
be able to discriminate between those sections of the problem that can 
best be solved by the action of the Poor Law, charitable and other 
agencies, and that section of the problem with which no existing 
agency is calculated to deal satisfactorily, and which it can, therefore, 
itself wisely undertake to manage. This would include the establish- 
ment of temporary relief works, labor colonies and a network of labor 
bureaus. While such a body would itself deal only with the existing 
' stock ' of unemployed, it would be capable of conducting a wise 
agitation for the whole series of lesser remedies for preventing the 
recurrence of the problem." 

It will be interesting to compare these recommendations for English 
action with the report of the Special Commission in Massachusetts. 

S. M. Lindsay. 

University of Pennsylvania. 



The Ills of the South ; or related causes hostile to the general pros- 
perity of the Southern people. By Charles H. Otken, LL. D. 
Pp. xii, 277. Price, $1.50. New York and London : G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, 1894. 

The "related causes " mentioned in the sub-title of this book are, 
chiefly, the credit system, under which most Southern farmers have to 
work, and its attendant and consequent evil, the increased acreage in 
the production of cotton. The third great cause is the unproductive 
present and unpromising future of the negro. 

The volume begins with a brief survey of affairs in the South in 
1865. Most men had suffered from the war, but a certain class had 
fared well. These were the men who stayed at home during the struggle. 
They speculated in cotton and similar products. They were poor in 
1861 ; they were rich in 1866. This money, invested in merchandise, 
became to a large extent the curse of the people among whom it was 
employed. 
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